Sources of moral authority: what is right?
This variety of rightness--the end, the means, personal moral development--is a reminder of the need for tolerance of several "right" actions. Again, it is a balance between viewpoints, between concern for the individual and the rights of society. Tolerance is a major aspect of American history--tolerance for a variety of religious traditions, tolerance for a variety of ethnic and cultural traditions, tolerance for a variety of interpretations (values) of life and its meaning. We grow up with variety in religious beliefs, values, ethical principles, or theories (ethical pluralism). We also function at varying levels of moral development at different times, which influences our choice of what is right or good in nursing care. The variety of "right" actions can be confusing. We know firsthand the complexity of trying to choose among several morally right actions, one of which is in the best interests of the neonate and his family. This is the challenge of modern neonatal care. This is the challenge of bioethical decision making. This is the challenge for ethical nursing practice.